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COMMITMENT TO GOD 

Monday, Jan 23 – Philippians 3:4-14 

 What are you willing to give up for God? Many of you probably know the 

name Billy Sunday. Billy Sunday is considered one of the greatest evangelists of 

the 20th century. Before he was called to be an evangelist, however, Sunday was a 

professional baseball player, playing for teams which would become the Chicago 

White Sox, Pittsburgh Pirates, and Philadelphia Phillies. In 1886, Sunday was 

walking in Chicago on an off day from baseball and heard a street evangelist 

proclaiming the gospel. Shortly after, he became a Christian and started attending 

church. At that time, he also started preaching and volunteering at the YMCA. A 

few years later, in 1891, Sunday decided to retire from baseball in order to go into 

full-time ministry. He turned down a $3500 contract to play baseball in order to 

work at the YMCA for $83 a month. 

 What are you willing to give up for God? In our passage today, Paul gives 

his biography before he became a Christian. He was set for life. He was highly 

thought of and highly influential in the Jewish community. He was popular and 

important in society. And yet, he gave it all up because of God’s call on his life. He 

thought that his previous life of importance and opulence was worthless compared 

to knowing Christ and doing his will. Paul continued to look forward in his 

commitment to God and forgot about his previous life.  

 What are you willing to give up for God? Commitment to God requires 

sacrifice and self-control. Commitment to God means giving up your desires for 

what God desires in your life. Commitment means not relying on the things of this 

earth to give you prestige and importance. You must rely on God and God alone. 

What are you willing to give up for God? 
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Tuesday, January 24 – Daniel 3:1-30 

 Commitment to God must not be contingent on what God does for you. 

That’s not how a relationship with God works. A relationship with God means that 

you surrender to God no matter what. The three friends who find themselves in the 

fiery furnace knew exactly that. I love what Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego say 

in Dan 3:17-18. Here is my paraphrase: “if God saves us, great! But even if He 

doesn’t, we remain committed to Him.” Woah… Even if God doesn’t save us from 

death, we will continue to follow Him.  

 In 2017, the Christian band Mercy Me wrote a song called “Even if…” It 

was based on the lead singer’s son’s battle with diabetes. Like Shadrach, Meshach, 

and Abednego, the lead singer of Mercy Me knows and hopes that God will heal 

and save his son. But “even if” God doesn’t do that, his hope remains only in God. 

 It’s easy to follow God and remain committed to Him in the good days. But 

how committed are you when the days are hard? I pray that all of us can say that 

no matter what comes our way, we will remain committed to God. 

 

Wednesday, January 25 – Genesis 22:1-19 

 Abraham’s commitment to God is unparalleled in the Bible. It starts off with 

a simple word. God calls Abraham to go, and Abraham goes wherever God sends. 

Then, Abraham is promised a son and waits until old age for God to keep his 

promise. And after all that, God calls for Abraham to sacrifice Isaac, and Abraham 

was willing to do so. Abraham did not withhold anything from God.  

 Don’t think that that commitment came without heartache. He had to leave 

the rest of his family behind in Haran. His journey led his wife into some 

compromising positions. He lamented Ishmael and Hagar leaving. And when you 

read after the story of him almost sacrificing Isaac, Sarah dies soon after. Also, 
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Genesis never records Isaac being in the same place as his father again while 

Abraham is alive. Commitment to God sometimes requires great sacrifice. 

 Commitment to God and your relationship with God must come before all 

other relationships. Spouse, children, grandchildren, friends, everything comes 

after your commitment to God. When something or someone comes before God, it 

becomes an idol. God comes first, everything else comes after. Abraham is an 

example for us of those priorities. May we follow his example, no matter the 

consequences. 

 

Thursday, January 26 – Mark 12:28-34 

 Have you ever absolutely hated a job you had? One summer in college, I 

worked in a warehouse in Ft. Worth. It was miserable. I had to be at work at 6 am. 

The warehouse, of course, had no air conditioning making the misery even worse. I 

hated it. But for 12 weeks that summer, I’d wake up to go to a job I hated in order 

to make money which I needed. The company got the work they needed, and I got 

the money. But I really didn’t want to be working in that warehouse. 

 Too many people have this attitude about their relationship with God and the 

church. They don’t like it, but they do it anyway because they think they have to. 

The scribe answering Jesus in Mark 12:28-34 repeats what the prophets had been 

telling Israel. Our relationship with God is not about the offerings and sacrifices. 

Moreso, it is about our hearts as we give our offerings and sacrifices. Our love for 

God and neighbor is more important than the work we do. As James says, faith 

without works is dead, but allow me to add that works without faith is not right 

either.  

 We will take the Lord’s Supper on Sunday. Ingesting the bread and cup does 

not physically do anything. Instead, it is a moment where we can center our hearts 

and minds on Christ, remembering his love for us. It is a time where we can thank 
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the Lord for what he has done. If we take the Lord’s Supper without our hearts 

being in it, we are doing it wrong. Take some time between now and Sunday to be 

ready to take the Lord’s Supper. Make sure your heart is in the right place. 

 

Friday, January 27 – Matthew 25:31-46 

 When I read our passage today, I see a clear message of what God expects of 

us. God expects us to take care of people who need help. When we do that, it’s as 

if we are taking care of God himself. And when we ignore people in need, then we 

ignore God’s commands.  

 There is one part of this passage which I think tends to be overlooked. For 

the people who are in this parable about judgment, the righteous ones serve the 

poor without knowing that they are serving the Lord. They are surprised when the 

judge tells them that by serving the needy, they have served the Lord. The 

righteous ones in this passage serve people, not because of a reward but because 

they just think it is the right thing to do. 

 When we serve others, let us not do so because we think we will get a 

reward or a crown in the future. Let’s serve and help others because people are in 

need. Let us not worry about our future punishment but let us realize that those we 

don’t help are being punished because of our disobedience right now. Let us be the 

sheep who obediently follow the Shepherd. The Shepherd calls us to serve others. 

Let us be good obedient sheep. 

 

Saturday – Sunday, January 28-29 – Psalm 128 
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GOD’S PERFECTION 

Monday, January 30 – James 1:12-18 

 In order to be a world-class athlete, you must have natural talent combined 

with extreme work ethic. To be their best, an athlete must make sure that their 

mechanics and muscle movements are pristine. Athletes use technology to help 

them have the same mechanics every time. As an athlete works out and practices, 

they can record themselves over and over again. With certain computer programs, 

the athlete can take each video and overlay them making multiple videos into one 

video. Through this process, the athlete can see if their mechanics are in sync with 

each other or if there is a shadow of variation between the videos. The goal is to 

have multiple videos look like one because the movement is the same. To do this 

would be to reach perfection in your sport. 

 The promise of James in this passage today is that there is no shadow of 

change in God. As God has lived before the beginning of time to today and into 

forever, God’s characteristics have never changed. God is the same yesterday, 

today, and forever as the author of Hebrews says. God is perfect in his work. If we 

overlaid videos of God on each other, it would just look like one video because 

God is always at work. God is always perfect. 

 This week we talk about God’s perfection. There is an eternal truth we must 

understand as Christ-followers. God is perfect. When we disagree with God, God 

is not the one who is wrong. When we disagree with God, we must remember that 

God is perfect. There is no variation or shadow due to change. 

 

 

 

 

 



6 
 

Tuesday, January 31 – Matthew 5:43-48 

 Surely, God is not serious. Be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect? 

Does God really expect perfection? Well…yes. 

 Matthew 5:48 is in the middle of Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. Jesus is 

teaching the crowds how to live the perfect life. Jesus is telling us exactly what to 

do. All of chapter 5 can be summed up with the word “love.” And in love, be 

perfect as your heavenly father is perfect. Love others as God loves others.  

 Too often, we live in a society where people who make the rules consistently 

break the rules. They truly live by the motto “do as I say, not as I do.” Luckily and 

thankfully, that is not who God is. God not only talks the talk, but God did walk 

the walk. God not only tells us to be perfect, but God is perfect as well. Jesus lived 

a sinless life on this earth. He withstood every temptation that we face daily and 

made the right decision every time. God knows what it is like to live a life of 

temptation. And God shows us the way to not give in to temptation. 

 So, does God expect perfection from us? Yes. But God also knows that our 

nature is to sin and not be perfect. That is why God sent Jesus to this earth. To 

show us how to live a perfect life, but also to be the perfect one who takes the 

punishment for our imperfection. “Be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” 

But if/when you are not perfect, rely on God’s love and sacrifice to forgive you of 

your faults and failures. 

 

Wednesday, February 1 - Galatians 4:4-7 

 “When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son…” In other words, 

God sent Jesus at the perfect time. We must continue to trust in this fact: God is 

perfect. He does not make mistakes. He sent his Son into the world at the perfect 

moment.  
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 But why then? Why was that the perfect moment? Why not after TV was 

evented? Couldn’t have Jesus gotten a bigger following by spreading his message 

on Twitter and Facebook? If billions of people saw Jesus’ miracles today, wouldn’t 

there be a mass flocking to Jesus as the Messiah? 

 Possibly, but unlikely not. There are always reasons for people to not 

believe. Not only that, but where would that have left the billions of non-Jews over 

the past 2000 years who did not follow the Old Testament law? So many more 

people would be eternally separated from God.  

 Jesus came at the perfect time. The Roman Empire set the stage for God’s 

message to spread across the world. The Roman Roads were the most sophisticated 

connection of the world humans had built to this point. What this meant was that 

the gospel could be spread throughout the known world easier than ever before. 

Rome also established a peace throughout the Empire. This peace allowed for 

travel which had not been as easily possible before this era. Jesus was born at the 

first possible moment that the gospel could be taken across the known world. God 

sent his Son as soon as He could allowing the most people to be saved. God knows 

what He is doing. God is perfect. 

 

Thursday, February 2 – Proverbs 16:16 

 Ancient Egyptian belief about life after death was very misguided. The 

belief was that you could take all your riches and belongings with you into the next 

life. This was the purpose of the Great Pyramids. They could house all the 

Pharaoh’s gold and jewels for his use after death. Taking belongings into the next 

life did not stop with gold though. Horrifically, animals, slaves, and family 

members would be killed in order to be with the Pharaoh.  

 As Christians, we know the truth. You can’t take stuff with you. The 

knowledge of Jesus Christ and God’s Wisdom being in us is worth more than the 
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world’s weight in gold. But’s it’s interesting how much we care about stuff. We 

love stuff. We buy more and more stuff. Then, when we run out of room in our 

house, we rent a storage unit or build a shed to store more stuff. Why? We can’t 

take any of that stuff with us. We get so enthralled with our stuff and our money 

that we forget what is important. A relationship with God and the Holy Spirit 

living inside of us is the only thing that is truly important in life. Sharing Christ 

with our family is so much more important than bequeathing our antiques. Wisdom 

is better than gold. Understanding is better than silver. Jesus is better than stuff. 

 

Friday, February 3 – Genesis 1:1-2:3 

 God doesn’t make mistakes. As we read through the first chapter of Genesis, 

it becomes abundantly clear that God knows what he is doing. God and his creation 

are perfect. There is a refrain toward the end of almost every day of creation. The 

Lord looks as what he has created and deemed it to be good. God doesn’t make 

mistakes. 

 God doesn’t make mistakes; however, the sin of humanity has destroyed 

God’s perfect creation. Our sin has consequences for people and for the earth. Sin 

causes problems for individuals and all the animals. It was part of the punishment 

for the first sin that producing food from the earth is laborious. Our sin has caused 

problems for all of God’s creation. That’s not God’s fault; it is yours and mine. 

 God created a perfect world. And we can still enjoy the beauty of that world. 

Take time today to enjoy God’s creation. Walk through the fields or sit on the 

porch and simply enjoy what God has done. God’s world is perfect. Agree with 

God that “it is good.” 

 

Saturday – Sunday, February 4-5 – Psalm 18:25-30 
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FREEDOM IN CHRIST 

Monday, February 6 – Matthew 6:25-34 

 Sometimes we can use a good reality check. We live in our own fantasy 

worlds and decide for ourselves what is important. We have replaced God’s 

priorities with our own. Consider our habits when it comes to work. We work 

ourselves until we are exhausted so that we can make just enough money to go on 

vacation. Then we get one or two weeks off a year to relax and enjoy. In fact, 

studies show that when we go on vacation, it takes one or two days to unwind 

before you can enjoy. Then a day or two before you come home, you start to stress 

again. So, if you take a week-long vacation, you get about two to three days of 

actual relaxation. Is this really the best way to live? Do we really want to work for 

the almighty dollar just so we can have three days of freedom? There must be a 

better way. 

There certainly is a better way. Seeking God first puts everything else in 

proper perspective. Seeking God’s kingdom first is the most freedom you can ever 

have. Instead of working for those few days of freedom, re-envision your life of 

work. Remember that you work for God and not for a boss nor a paycheck. When 

you do that, you are putting God first. When you put God first, everything else 

takes care of itself. When God is front and center, the stress and worry of this life 

cannot overtake you. One of the greatest gifts God gives us is freedom from the 

worries of this life. In the end, most of that stuff doesn’t matter. When we seek 

God first, we live an entire life of freedom, not only a few days.  

 

Tuesday, February 7 – Philemon 1:8-22 

 Onesimus was a runaway slave. While Onesimus was on the run, he found 

Paul who led Onesimus to salvation. Now, Paul is sending Onesimus back to his 

owner and fellow Christian, Philemon. Paul requests that Philemon free Onesimus. 
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Paul continues to say that if Onesimus has wronged Philemon in any way, charge 

the transgression to Paul. One can assume that this letter is sent to Philemon in 

Onesimus’ hands as he returns to his owner. What happens next? We hope that 

Philemon follows Paul’s pleas, but we cannot know for sure. 

 What we do know is that Onesimus has found freedom in Christ. While he 

was running from earthly bondage, Onesimus asked for God to break the chains of 

sin. Then, as it seems in this letter, Onesimus used his freedom for God’s glory. He 

went back to his owner to be welcomed home, not as a slave, but as a brother in 

Christ. Onesimus used his freedom in Christ in service to Paul and potentially in 

service to his former owner.  

 We have a choice to make. We can use our freedom for selfish ambition, or 

we can use our freedom in service to Christ and others. God has freed us from sin 

through the sacrifice of Jesus. I pray that we look to Onesimus as an example of 

what to do with our freedom. Let us serve others because we choose to. Then, let 

us hope that others receive us not as slaves but as brothers and sisters. But 

regardless, let us use our freedom for the good of others. 

 

Wednesday, February 8 – Isaiah 35:3-10 

 Are you one of those people with a good sense of direction? Or are you the 

type of person who gets lost going home? A friend of mine, who will go unnamed 

to protect their pride, has zero sense of direction. Their greatest fear is getting lost 

and not being able to find their way back to the group or wherever they need to be. 

This person fears going places on their own because they do not want to be lost. I 

was with this person not too long ago. We had different tasks we were trying to 

accomplish, so I suggested we split up for a few hours to get everything done we 

wanted to. This person (who is not an immediate family member) wouldn’t do it. 
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They had zero desire to try to follow signs in the place where we were because 

they had a great fear of getting lost. 

 While we may get lost as we go from one place to another, we can have 

confidence that God is always with us. In our spiritual lives, God has prepared a 

highway for us. When we walk on God’s highway, we are protected from danger. 

And here’s the best part: even those who are directionally challenged cannot get 

lost. Yes, that’s right. When you get on God’s highway, no traveler can get lost and 

take a wrong turn. The highway is protected and the people on it are protected as 

well. You cannot get lost. Break free from your fear of what is to come. On God’s 

highway, you are on the right road and the right journey. There is no getting lost 

after you have found God’s highway. 

 

Thursday, February 9 – Galatians 5:13-14 

 People ruin everything it seems. Too many people try to find loopholes and 

take advantage of a situation. If you give an inch, people will take a mile. I 

remember one instance of my grandma telling me about her retirement community. 

They have a community dining area where every resident can get three meals a 

day. Sometimes a resident would not be feeling well, so a friend would get a to-go 

box to take to them at their apartment. Some noticed this and decided to take 

advantage of the to-go boxes. A few selfish individuals would say they were 

getting a box for a friend but would actually take the meal up to their room to have 

for later. Once the community directors learned what was happening, they had to 

stop giving out to-go boxes altogether.  

 In a spiritual sense, too many people take advantage of God’s grace and 

forgiveness. This isn’t a new problem. The churches in Galatia are warned about 

this. Don’t sin knowing that God will forgive you. Do not be selfish in the freedom 

that you have. Instead, use your freedom in Christ to humble yourself and serve 
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other people. Do not use your freedom to glorify yourself; use your freedom to 

glorify God. Yes, God is forgiving. Yes, God is merciful. But don’t let God’s good 

nature be an excuse for you to be sinfully selfish.  

 

Friday, February 10 – 2 Corinthians 5:14-20 

 An ambassador is a person who represents the interests and ideals of one 

group while being part of another group. The United States has 189 ambassadors 

around the world advocating for U.S. interests in different countries and regions. 

An ambassador can work as a mediator or negotiator on behalf of her home 

country or group in order to find a solution to a problem between the two countries 

or groups. 

 In 2 Cor. 5:20, Paul names himself and his companions as ambassadors for 

Christ. God needs ambassadors because there is problem which needs mediation. 

God has a problem with sin. People either are slaves to sin or free in Christ. As an 

ambassador for Christ, Paul allows himself to be used for God to appeal to those 

who have not yet received freedom in Christ. Paul acts as a mediator, sharing the 

love of God and asking those who are slaves to sin to become reconciled with God.  

 You and I have the same opportunity. We can encourage everyone we meet 

to become new creations in Christ. We can be ambassadors for the Kingdom of 

God. We have an opportunity to spread the good news about God’s love and his 

message of reconciliation. Will you accept the call to advocate to the world on 

behalf of Christ? Or will you abandon the opportunity to represent Christ in this 

world? 

 

Saturday – Sunday, February 11-12 – Psalm 46:8-11 
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BLESSINGS 

Monday, February 13 – Numbers 6:22-27 

 For a class in college, we were tasked with visiting different churches and 

interviewing pastors of all denominations. One Sunday, a group of classmates and 

I visited the local Lutheran church in Marshall, Texas and interviewed the priest 

after the service. We asked the priest several questions about her job to gain insight 

into how being a Lutheran priest was different than a Baptist pastor (this was the 

point of the project). During the worship service earlier, we noted a moment when 

the priest lifted her hands to proclaim upon the congregation that “your sins were 

forgiven.” We asked the priest if she believed she had the power to forgive sins. 

Her response was thankfully “no.” However, she continued in her answer by 

saying “some people need a reminder of what Jesus has done, so I proclaim this 

truth to them that ‘your sins are forgiven.’” 

 Sometimes (probably more than that) we need a reminder of what the Lord 

has done for us and what the Lord does for us. I think that the end of Numbers 6 is 

one such reminder. When we bless one another in this way, we are not being a 

conduit of God’s blessing to someone else. We are reminding each other that the 

Lord has truly blessed us. That God is keeping you safe. That God is being 

gracious to you. That God is the one who has brought you peace. Might you be 

reminded today that God is indeed blessing your life. May you be reminded that 

his face does shine upon you and brings you peace. 

 

Tuesday, February 14 – Matthew 5:3-12 

 When Jesus came, he completely turned the world upside down. We are still 

trying to learn this wonderful truth 2000 years later. I read a statement a few 

months ago that said “stop trying to sit at the tables that Jesus turned over.” What a 

frightening realization it is to realize we are still doing things and thinking in ways 
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in which Jesus condemns in the gospels. Consider for example the way we 

normally think about blessings. We talk about our family size as a blessing. We 

talk about our bank account and possessions as a blessing. We talk about our place 

of birth and freedoms as a blessing. Is that what Jesus mentions? 

 The Blessings that are given in Matthew 5 do not say the rich have been 

blessed and will continue to be blessed. Instead, the poor in spirit are the ones who 

are blessed. The meek and mournful have the promise of a future of hope. The 

Kingdom of God is filled not with the rich, well-connected, or people we consider 

“blessed” today. The Kingdom of God is filled with those who are marginalized 

and ostracized today. Thanks be to God for this. This is a word of hope. You do 

not have to be rich and famous in this world in order to be blessed in the Kingdom 

of God. We do not need to have material wealth in order to be wealthy in the eyes 

of God. Blessed are those who do not have in this world because God will provide 

and care for them now and in eternity. 

 

Wednesday, February 15 – Revelation 19:9 

 Who are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb? The best 

way to answer this question is to go to one of Jesus’ parables. The Parable of the 

Wedding Feast in Matthew 22:1-14 tells the story of a king’s son who is to be 

married. When it comes time for the feast, the invited guests do not come making 

excuses and even killing the messengers. The king proclaims that “the originally 

invited guests are not worthy of the banquet. Therefore, go and invite anyone in the 

streets to come and enjoy the banquet.” And so, people come, and the banquet is 

full. The king then notices that there is a man at the banquet who is not dressed for 

the wedding. Because the man is not ready for the wedding, he is thrown out of the 

banquet.  
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 How does this help us to answer, “who is invited to the marriage supper?” In 

Jesus’ parable, the original guests are the Jews. However, when it came time to 

recognize that Jesus was the Messiah, they did not follow. So God opened up the 

invitation into the Kingdom to all who would believe in Jesus. Now, everyone, no 

matter their family lineage, has the opportunity to go to the marriage supper of the 

Lamb. All are invited to come.  

 But what about the end of the story? What about the man who came to the 

banquet but was then thrown out? What’s the deal with that? Well, in order to truly 

be accepted into the marriage supper, you have to be willing to follow the king’s 

edicts. In order to be a citizen of the Kingdom of God, you must humbly accept 

Jesus as your Master and Lord. That means he is in charge of you. If you are at the 

wedding, you have to wear a wedding robe. You cannot participate in the banquet 

if you aren’t willing to do as the king commands. You cannot be a Christian unless 

you make Jesus the one who is in charge of your life. And when you do that, 

blessed are you who is invited to the marriage supper! 

 

Thursday, February 16 – Mark 10:13-16 

 I read a short article several months ago of the markers of a healthy church. 

While most articles like this have seven markers or ten markers, this one was very 

short with two markers of a healthy church. The two markers were: (1) men who 

sing in worship and (2) children being in worship. Men notoriously just stand or sit 

there and do not participate in worship. When a church has men who are truly 

worshipping God, then it’s doing something right. Similarly, children who are in 

church are learning how to worship. Children are able to participate and grow in 

their faith. Will there be distractions when little ones are in church? You better 

believe it! But a children-less church is a dying church. May we delight as God 

delights in little ones coming to him. 
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 When it comes to our passage today in Mark 10, we have two examples we 

can follow. One, of course, is Christ who brings the children to him, lays hands on 

them, and blesses them. The other example is the disciples. The disciples give us 

an example of what not to do. The disciples thought that Jesus was too important to 

waste his time with these little kids. Woe be to us who think the same. Woe be to 

those of us who think it is a waste of time and money to devote those resources 

toward our youngest generation. Let us not prevent anyone from coming to Christ. 

Let us not prevent anyone from being welcome in our church. “Let the little 

children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the Kingdom 

of God belongs.” 

 

Friday, February 17 – John 20:24-29 

 It feels really good when somebody tells you “good job.” Words of 

affirmation can bring a person from out of the doldrums. Saying kind words to a 

person can change a bad day into a good one. I remember a particular day many 

months ago that I was having a particularly difficult day. On that day, God was so 

kind to me to lift my spirits. On that day, out of the blue, a few of you sent me 

encouraging messages. Those messages turned my day around.  

 Being blessed is the Godly form of a “good job.” It is a joy that comes when 

one follows the will of God. It is a superior form of happiness. In that light, blessed 

are those who believe in the Lord without having to see him like Thomas did. We 

have the opportunity to be blessed in this way when we put our trust in Jesus for 

our salvation. We need to see Thomas as an example of what not to do. 

For those who think we are too harsh on Thomas, let’s examine the facts. 

It’s not as if Thomas was asked to have blind faith. Thomas had his fellow 

disciples as witnesses to the resurrected Christ. Thomas’ fault is not not believing 

blindly. Thomas’ fault is not believing those who had seen the Lord. He should 
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have believed without seeing but only hearing the message of the disciples. 

Blessed are those who believe the testimony of the saints and do not need to see 

with their own eyes to believe! 

 

Saturday – Sunday, February 18-19 – Psalm 1 

 


