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LOVE CONTINUED: 

Monday, December 19 – Philippians 2:1-11 

 There is an old Mickey Mouse cartoon called “Mickey and Minnie’s Gift of 

the Magi.” In the cartoon, Mickey and Minnie want to buy each other presents, but 

neither of them have the money to buy what they want to for each other. Mickey 

loves his harmonica in the story and so Minnie wants to buy him a nice harmonica 

case. Minnie has an heirloom watch that needs a new chain, so Mickey wants to 

buy her that. In the story, Mickey sells his harmonica to buy the chain. Minnie sells 

her watch to buy the harmonica case. So when it comes time to exchange presents, 

they both sold something of value to buy something thoughtful for the other one. 

But now the other person doesn’t have the item to match their present. They both 

gave up their most prized position in order to give a present to the person (mouse) 

they loved. 

 Christ loved you and I so much that he gave up his position in heaven and 

submitted himself to life on this earth. He even submitted himself to death on a 

cross because he loved us so much. In Philippians 2, we have what many think is 

one of the earliest hymns of the church. Many historians and theologians believe 

that verses 5-11 are part of a hymn which the Philippians and Paul knew because 

they sung or recited it in church regularly. These words are a beautiful description 

of what God has done for us. He gave us a great gift on that first Christmas. He 

gave us himself. His presence is truly the best present this Christmas.  

 

Tuesday, December 20 – John 15:12-17 

 Real friends are hard to find. I have only had a couple such friends in my 

life. What makes a real friend? They are always there for you. One night several 

years ago, a storm blew through my neighborhood. The tree in front of my house 

fell on my roof at 10:30 pm. I called my friend, and he came right over. We 
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worked on getting the tree off the roof until midnight. That’s what friends do for 

each other. You need to keep those types of people close to you in life. 

 John 15:13 explains that Jesus counts himself as a friend of the disciples 

and, in turn, us as well. He is willing to sacrifice himself for his friends. How 

thankful we can be for the love that God shows us!  

 Jesus is willing to be our friend. Are we willing to be his? Look at verse 14. 

Jesus explains that his true friends will obey his commands. Essentially, Jesus 

loves you as his friend so much that he is willing to die on your behalf. What are 

you willing to do for Jesus as his friend? 

 Jesus gives us a command in this passage. He tells us what he expects for us. 

He tells us to love one another as Jesus has loved us. It’s no secret what Jesus 

wants us to do. It’s no secret how to be a friend of God. Jesus wants you to love 

him, and Jesus wants you to love other people. I pray that during this week leading 

to Christmas, we bear the fruit of love with everyone we meet. I pray that we share 

the love of Christ with everyone we see. I pray that Christ is glorified in all that we 

do. 

 

Wednesday, December 21 – Matthew 14:13-21 

 Jesus wanted to be alone. He just received news that his cousin John had 

been murdered by King Herod (not the King Herod when Jesus was born but his 

son). Jesus wanted to grieve so he withdrew to a deserted place. However, the 

crowds found him. It would have been perfectly understandable if Jesus had his 

disciples send everyone away. No one in their right mind would fault Jesus for 

taking some time off from his work. Of course, we know that is not what Jesus 

does. Verse 14 says that Jesus had compassion for them. He had love and a longing 

to help the people who needed help. So instead of taking a personal day, he healed 

the sick and gathered with others. He sacrificed his needs for the needs of others 
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because he loved them. His presence is what they needed; his presence is what he 

gave them. His presence is the greatest present this Christmas. 

 Today is the first day of winter. The day of the year with the least amount of 

light. On this day with the least amount of light, we can share the light of Christ 

with the world. We can bring light to a dark world. Even when we want to retreat, 

may God give us the strength to remain with the crowds so that we can share love 

and light with them. May we have sacrificial love for others as Christ has for us. 

Let us seek the welfare of others before our own. Let us do as Jesus did and have 

compassion on our community.  

 

Thursday, December 22 – John 1:1-18 

 How much does God love us? “The Word became flesh and lived among 

us.” While not the conventional Christmas story, this is John’s Christmas story. He 

traces Jesus’ birth back to the beginning of Creation. “All things came into being 

through him, and without him not one thing came into being.” The love of God is 

truly limitless. It is unconditional and eternal. It begins with God creating the 

world for us to enjoy. It continues with showing himself through the Law and the 

Prophets. His love is seen through the sending of his son Jesus. We see that love in 

action when Jesus serves others and ultimately dies for our sin and conquers death 

through resurrection. We will see that love again when Jesus returns to right all the 

wrongs of this world. How truly great is God’s love for us! 

 Have you taken the time to reflect on God’s love this week? It’s a busy week 

no doubt. There’s last minute shopping to do; there’s food to prepare; there’s 

family coming to visit. But have you taken the time to reflect on the reason for 

Christmas? Spend a few minutes as you conclude this devotion to consider the love 

that God has shown you. Thank him for that love and presence in your life. 
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THE CHRISTMAS STORY 

Friday, December 23 – Matthew 1:18-25 

 Starting today through next Thursday, we will not have devotions. Instead, 

we will have a question or two to reflect on and consider from the Bible reading. 

 Think of Mary and Joseph. How can they be an example of faithfulness and 

righteousness for you? Spend five or ten minutes considering their lives and how 

we can be like them. 

 

Saturday – Sunday – December 24-25 – Luke 2:1-20 

 Remember to come to our Christmas Eve service at 5 pm or our Christmas 

Day service at 10:30 am. Let’s celebrate Christmas together! Merry Christmas. 

 Can you imagine being a shepherd when the angels appear? Picture yourself 

in that scene and consider how you would have felt. 

 

Monday, December 26 – Matthew 2:1-12 

 The Wise Men devoted years to traveling to see Jesus. What level of 

devotion do you show the King of kings and Lord of lords? 

 

Tuesday, December 27 – Matthew 2:13-18 

 Joseph was told to remain in Egypt “until I tell you”. How well do you “go” 

and “stay” as the Lord directs? 

 

Wednesday, December 28 – Matthew 2:19-23 

 Jesus grew up on Nazareth. Nazareth was a poor town of disreputable 

people. Nathaniel says in John 1:46: “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” 

If Nathaniel had kept that attitude and allowed his prejudice to get in the way, he 

would have missed out on following Jesus. Is anything getting in your way of 
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following God’s will? Are you missing out on being part of God’s work because of 

your own pre-conceived notions? 

 

Thursday, December 29 – Luke 2:41-52 

 This is the only story we have of Jesus as a boy. Verse 52 is interesting. 

“Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor.” If Jesus, 

the Son of God, God incarnate, was increasing in wisdom as he grew older, we 

must be increasing in wisdom as well. How disciplined have you been with 

“increasing in wisdom”? 

 

THE OLD BECOMES NEW! 

Friday, December 30 – Colossians 3:8-17 

 It is a minor note in this symphonic passage of instruction, but the end of 

verse 16 intrigues me. For those who of us who have new life in Christ, we are 

admonished to sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God with a gracious 

heart. Following that message, the passage says that whatever you do, do it for 

God. What intrigues me is that verse 16 could simply say “sing to God.” It doesn’t 

have to explain what to sing. But it does say three different types of music and then 

says in verse 17 that whatever you do, do it for God. That’s interesting. 

 For generations, churches have been embroiled in “worship wars.” We have 

had fights over what type of songs should be sung and what type of instruments 

should be allowed. Could it be that the church at Colossae was having similar 

wars? Perhaps. Maybe I am splitting hairs, but it seems to me that psalms, hymns, 

and spiritual songs are three different styles of worship music. The church is 

encouraged to sing all types of music, and when they do sing the different types of 

music, their heart should be in it. That they should do everything, in word and 

deed, for the glory of God.  
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 We will look at this entire passage on Sunday, and we will learn what it 

means for the old to become new. This will be a theme of ours for 2023 and 

beyond. What do we need to discard and what do we need to put on? What from 

our past can be used for the glory of God? What does our heart and mind fit into 

what we do? 

 As we finish one year and move to the next, what are some good things that 

have happened this year that you want to take with you into 2023? What are some 

habits you need to shed? What are you most looking forward to as we begin a new 

year? 

 

Saturday – Sunday, December 31 – January 1 – 2 Corinthians 5:17 

 

Monday, January 2 – Galatians 5:16-26 

 “…what the flesh desires is opposed to the Spirit…” We all have seen at 

least one cartoon or TV show which shows an angel on one shoulder and a devil on 

the other. Usually the two beings look like the character of the person’s shoulder 

they are on. There is dialogue between the two beings which shows an internal 

struggle about what to do. The character must choose to either listen to the angel 

and do the right thing or listen to the devil and do the mischievous thing.  

 While we can see this play out in many cartoons and shows, the picture of 

the two beings sitting on a person’s shoulders can be traced back to Christian 

writings from the early 2nd century. The Shepherd of Hermas is an apocalyptic 

book which illustrates the presence of two beings, one of righteousness and one of 

inequity. These two beings fight for control over Hermas’ mind and emotions. In 

the story, Hermas only listens to the angel of righteousness. 

 While Paul doesn’t write about an angel on one shoulder and a devil on the 

other shoulder, he does draw the distinction between the works of the flesh and the 
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fruit of the Spirit. God clearly tells us through the writing of Paul that the two are 

directly opposed to one another. In our lives, we must take the decision to follow 

God’s will or give in to our own desires. As Christians, we have the Holy Spirit 

living inside of us. We are supposed to cede control of our lives to the Holy Spirit 

and allow the fruit of the Spirit to be shown in our lives. As we journey through 

life, it is as if we have an angel on one shoulder and a devil on the other. It is up to 

each one of us to decide which voice to listen to. 

 

Tuesday, January 3 – Jeremiah 4:1-4 

 As a follow-up to yesterday’s devotion, let us not think that the Christian life 

is only about what we do. It is about who we are. When you look at the works of 

the flesh or fruit of the Spirit from Galatians, you quickly realize that works of the 

flesh are actions and fruit of the Spirit are characteristics. This is a reminder to all 

of us that we are not defined by our actions alone but also by who we are. After all, 

we are human “be-ings,” not human “do-ings.”  

 This message was not a new thing in the New Testament. This was not a 

message that only came after Jesus came to earth. Jeremiah is proclaiming to 

Jerusalem this same message almost 600 years before Christ. The Jewish people 

were proud of their special relationship with God. They thought by the nature of 

their family and their outward showing of devotion to God that God would always 

protect them. Jeremiah pleads with the people to not rely on outward showing of 

devotion, but to actually be devoted in their hearts. Physical circumcision is not 

enough but there must be spiritual circumcision of the heart.  

 Sometimes we think like the people in Jerusalem during Jeremiah’s life. We 

think that our actions are more important than our heart. God doesn’t want ritual; 

God wants a relationship with you. That relationship does not only encompass how 

you act, but it is about what is in your heart. The love, joy, peace, patience, etc. 
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that flows from your heart. Outward expression of our faith is wonderful. It is what 

we are called to do in our lives. But that outward expression comes from an 

overflow of what is inside of you. The Christian life is not just about what we do. 

But more so, it is about who we are. 

 

Wednesday, January 4 – 2 Timothy 1:6-14 

 The phrase on which we are focusing as a church is “The Old Becomes 

New.” Please do not think that this is the same as “out with the old and in with the 

new.” That’s not what we are about here at FBC Gonzales. The Old Becomes New 

is a marrying of the old and new. We are taking the good elements of both and 

combining them to bring glory to God.  

 We hold to the truth of the Bible, which is the same yesterday, today, and 

forever (of course, only if we have interpreted it correctly first). It is this message 

and truth which Paul admonishes Timothy to hold on to in these verses of 2 

Timothy. At the end of this passage, he calls the gospel a “good treasure entrusted 

to you.” The gospel is our treasure. It is an heirloom which we should treat with 

the utmost respect. It is a valued possession which we should not take for granted.  

 Verse 14 says to “guard the good treasure…” For some reason, I get this 

picture of driving to church for a potluck. You have made grandma’s prized beans 

and cornbread. As you drive to church, you will do everything possible to make 

sure those beans don’t spill. You’re gonna go slow, miss potholes, and, who 

knows, you may even buckle the pot into the passenger seat. You are going to do 

everything you can to get those beans to the church. You are going to guard those 

treasured, award-winning beans. 

 We have an old, old gospel to share with the world. We need to guard the 

gospel so that it does not get manipulated or transformed into something that it is 

not. The old becomes new is not a rallying cry to change the message we have. In 
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fact, it is the opposite. It is actually a cry to hold on to the faith which has always 

been. 

 

Thursday, January 5 – Acts 17:16-34 

 The old becomes new does not mean we change the gospel message. That 

could not be further from the truth. The gospel of Jesus Christ remains the same 

and will never change. The way we share the gospel will change. This is the new 

of “the old becomes new” or #TOBN. Using a hashtag (#) on a social media post is 

a way of communication. Hashtags have become a regular part of society. They 

have even been taken from the computer and put into common language for many 

in the world today. So, at the church, if you see #TOBN, it is just a shorter, more 

current way of saying “the old becomes new.” 

 Paul knew that it took creative, innovative ways to preach the gospel to 

different types of people. Paul’s sermon in Athens is a template for preaching to 

different types of people. Paul preaches in a different way because he knows that 

the Athenians are different than the Jews. He speaks of what is in Athens and he 

quotes Greek philosophers. Paul connects to them in a way unlike any other 

sermon recorded in the New Testament. He uses Athenian culture and connects 

that to the gospel message. He preaches the old gospel message in a new way 

because that is what those people needed to hear. 

 People in 2023 need to have the gospel preached in a different way than 

those in 2003 or 1983 or 1883. Likewise, people in 3 years and 5 years and 10 

years will need the gospel presented to them in a different way. This is what I 

mean by #TOBN. We preach the old gospel in a new way, so people hear the 

message in a way they understand.  
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Friday, January 6 – 1 Corinthians 2:1-5 

 Let us not think for one moment that “the old becomes new” is something to 

make our church the latest and greatest thing. This mentality of combining 

tradition and modernity is not about us. It’s about the gospel. As Paul says to the 

Corinthians, “I know nothing except Jesus and his crucifixion.” Our goal is to 

share Christ with our community. The faith of our neighbors does not rest on the 

work we do but in the power of God. None of what we are attempting to do is 

about us. It’s about sharing Christ with as many people as possible. 

 In order to share the gospel in any generation, we must go where the people 

are. We need to be ready to go and share the gospel in new ways in new places. 

Some of that work is on the internet through social media and other websites. 

Some of that is in restaurants, coffee shops, and donut stores. Some of that is in our 

living rooms. Is sharing the gospel in new ways and new places going to be 

uncomfortable? Absolutely. Paul says he came to the Corinthians with “weakness, 

fear, and trembling.” It can be frightening to share the gospel in your common, 

traditional way. Sharing the gospel outside of your comfort zone can be even 

harder. 

 But let’s remember why we are doing what we are doing. The old way 

hasn’t seemed to be working. Most churches are declining in attendance. People 

are becoming less involved in church. Baptisms and professions of faith have 

steadily declined for years. The old way hasn’t been affective. It’s time to take the 

old gospel and proclaim it in a new way. And when we preach Christ, we then let 

the Holy Spirit do its work.  

 

Saturday – Sunday, January 7-8 – Psalm 149 

 

 



11 
 

REPLAYING THE HITS 

 We begin a grand journey this week. Over several months in 2022, I asked 

for FBCG’s favorite Bible verses and stories. For most of this year, we will be 

preaching through the passages that you selected. Our weekly themes come from 

those passages. The other texts during each week supplements those themes. May 

God bless us as we read through the favorite texts of our church. 

 

GOD AS HELPER 

Monday, January 9 – Psalm 46 

 Change is a bad word. It’s actually quite amazing how uptight everyone gets 

when you simply say the word “change.” I’ve watched this happen several times in 

different groups of all ages. When you announce that changes will be taking place, 

everybody’s appearance alters. Brows burrow, eyes get bigger, arms and legs get 

stiffer, and everything goes silent. Nobody likes change. In fact, as pastors and 

leaders, it is to our benefit to not even use the word “change” until we know we are 

ready. If we start talking about it too early, people get too nervous, and the plan 

will be doomed from the start. We will try to avoid that dreaded word and use 

selected synonyms instead.  

 There is a fear which comes along with change. When we fear the change 

that is coming, we must always remember that God is our very present help in 

times of trouble. Psalm 46 is a beautiful expression of the help which God can give 

us. Even though the earth changes and even if the mountain falls into the sea, do 

not fear. “Be still and know that I am God!” 

 What do you fear? Have you taken that fear to God? Many people are afraid 

of change. Is that you? Even when things are new, you still have the same God 

who always was, is, and is to come. God is here, in our midst. He is our helper in 

times of trouble. 
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Tuesday, January 10 – Genesis 3:1-7, 21 

 When I was little, I got in trouble for drawing on my door. It was in pencil, 

so it wasn’t that horrendous of a job to clean, but I deservedly got in lots of trouble. 

My mom gave me the rag and told me to go clean it up. So I used the rag to the 

best of my abilities and scrub as hard as a preschooler can scrub. Even though I 

scrubbed and scrubbed and scrubbed as hard as I could, I couldn’t get rid of all the 

markings. After some time elapsed, my mom said I could stop. She came behind 

me and finished cleaning the door, doing a much better job than I did and much 

more quickly. Punishment came, but mom helped clean up the mess. 

In this passage of deep sorrow and darkness, God helps Adam and Eve. 

Even when we sin, God is still compassionate and loving. He is still a helper who 

takes care of us. In verse 7, when Adam and Eve realize what they have done, they 

sew together fig leaves and loin cloths to cover their unmentionables. At the end of 

the story, God punishes those two and the serpent and kicks Adam and Eve out of 

the garden. However, before their banishment, God made “garments of skins” and 

clothed both Adam and Eve. I love this. Even when we mess up, God continues to 

love us and help us. He provides for our needs better than we can provide for 

ourselves. 

God is your helper. No matter how much you have messed up, God 

continues to love you and care for you. Even when you are exposed because of 

your own mistakes, God will take the time to cover you and help you. Take time 

today to praise God for his help even when we don’t deserve it.  

 

Wednesday, January 11 – Hebrews 13:6 

 One of my favorite childhood memories is playing Monopoly with my dad. 

Most notably, I remember sitting on the porch at my great-grandma’s house in 

southern Colorado at Thanksgiving. My dad and I would escape to the porch 
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because with the 40+ people in the house and the heat on and the oven on, it got a 

little crowded and hot in the house. The cool Colorado air felt fantastic. And we 

would play Monopoly out on the porch for hours. It was so much fun.  

 Anyone who has played Monopoly knows that one of the cards you can 

draw is a “get out of jail free” card. When you obtain this card, the next time you 

end up in jail, you can play that card and get out of jail for free. It is a very 

valuable card to have. When you have it, it is as if you can say “what can anyone 

do to me?”  

 God is that card of help in our lives. And unlike Monopoly where we can 

only play that card once, God is our helper time after time after time. We can say 

this truth with confidence, that the Lord is our helper, there is no need to be afraid. 

Hebrews 13:6 is very similar to what Paul says in Romans 8:31: “If God is for us, 

who can be against us?” God is my helper. What can anyone do to me? 

 

Thursday, January 12 – Deuteronomy 33:26-29 

 If it weren’t for the work of a sweet older couple, I would not exist. In the 

late 1970s, my dad was a hippie. There is no photographic evidence of this because 

he burned all the pictures, but I’ll take him at his word. In his years immediate 

after high school, he had hair down to his back and looked generally uncouth. My 

dad grew up on Long Island, and one weekend in the middle of winter, he went to 

visit his best friend who lived in upstate New York. As he drove home, his car 

died…in the middle of nowhere…when the temperature was below zero. He was 

unprepared for this, but he got out of his car and started walking. After walking for 

some time, he started to get frostbite. But about that time, a car drove up and asked 

if they could give him a ride. This sweet older couple, who did not have to offer 

my hippie dad a ride, came to his rescue and saved his life.  
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As Moses is finishing his last words to the people of Israel, he reminds them 

that “there is none like God, who rides through the heavens to your help.” We 

make such a mess of our lives. We think all is fine and we can weather this storm, 

but then our engine stops working. We try to take care of things ourselves and that 

only makes things worse. In order to not only survive but thrive in life, we need 

God to come to our rescue. When our engine has died, and we are on the side of 

the road freezing, we need God to ride through the heavens to come to our aid. 

And the wonderful thing about God is that He will ride through the heavens and 

help us. We can live in safety because of the warm embrace of our Heavenly 

Father. Thank you Lord, for riding through the heavens to help us! 

 

Friday, January 13 – John 16:6-13 

 The way that God is our helper today is through the Holy Spirit. What Jesus 

tells his disciples in those last moments he is with them before he is arrested is that 

the “Advocate” or “Helper” will come. The Spirit is available to teach us, to help 

us understand, to intercede for us, and to give every other type of help we need. I 

think it is interesting that Jesus says that it is to the disciples’ advantage that he 

leaves this earth. By leaving, he will send the Spirit. What do you think Jesus 

meant when he said these words? 

 I think it shows Jesus’ humanity. Jesus is limited because he chose to be 

limited. His mission on earth necessitated his limitations of being fully human. 

Jesus cannot be in all places at all times. The Holy Spirit, however, can be 

everywhere always. He can impact the telling of the gospel in India at the same 

time as interceding for a Christian in Nebraska. The Holy Spirit can help everyone 

always. It was to our advantage that Jesus left and then sent the Spirit, the Helper, 

to come and aid us in life. 
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 I praise God for the help that he gives. I praise God for the work of the Holy 

Spirit. Without the Holy Spirit’s guidance and help, we would be so lost. Life is 

better when we let the Holy Spirit guide us and help us. May we live as the Holy 

Spirit desires. 

 

Saturday – Sunday, January 14-15 – Psalm 146 

 

GOD AS PROTECTOR 

Monday, January 16 – Psalm 91 

 As a child, I was terrified of thunderstorms. I was fearful of my house being 

struck by lightning or the house being sucked up by a tornado. I would regularly be 

awoken by storms and go to seek comfort from my parents. When I would get to 

my mom’s bedside in the middle of the night, she would tell me to pray. She would 

tell me that while praying, envision God’s hand covering our house and protecting 

us from the storm. Envisioning God’s hand upon me has always given me comfort 

in the storms of life. 

 God is our protector. Psalm 91 gives us picture after picture of the Lord’s 

protection in the life of those who love God. After giving examples for 13 verses, 

the psalm concludes with God telling His people, as plain as day, that he will 

deliver, protect, answer, rescue, honor, satisfy, and save. Hallelujah! Amen! Thank 

you Jesus!  

 To enjoy God as protector, we must remain in the shadow of God as it says 

in verse 1. Which makes sense. How can someone protect you if you don’t stay 

behind them? To possibly take this picture too far, when you remain in someone’s 

shadow, you don’t know what is ahead. You cannot see the road ahead because 

you are in the shadow of one who is bigger than you. This is the place we need to 

be. But it also means we have to give up control. The best place we can be is 
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behind God where he blocks the arrows, but he also blocks our sight. If we trust in 

God, then he can protect us. If we get out of his shadow so we can see for 

ourselves, we expose ourselves to danger. What position will you take? 

 

Tuesday, January 17 – Genesis 4:8-16 

 **I wrote a longer article about this passage on The Pastor’s Common blog 

last month. You can find it by going to thepastorscommon.com and then searching 

for “Cain, Abel, and God.”** 

 I want you to notice what happens between Cain and God after Abel’s 

murder. Just a few chapters later in Genesis 9:6, God tells Noah “Whoever sheds 

the blood of a human, by a human shall that person’s blood be shed.” Early on in 

Genesis, the foundation is laid that the punishment for murder is death. That said, 

none of us would be shocked if God struck Cain dead like he does Sodom and 

Gomorrah (Genesis 19) or Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5). However, God does not 

choose that punishment for Cain. Instead, God banishes Cain to wander the earth 

and never be able to plant and grow again. 

 Cain balks at this punishment. “Someone is going to find me and kill me” 

says Cain. God takes Cain’s complaint into account. God puts a mark of protection 

on Cain so that everyone else on earth knows to leave him alone. (We will have to 

talk about who else is on earth at this point another day.) God protects Cain, even 

though Cain murdered Abel. 

 No one is ever too guilty for God to mark for his Kingdom. We cannot 

outrun the grace of God. God is our protector even though we are not perfect. God 

marked Cain with protection. When you submit your life to God, God marks you 

for eternal protection as well. God is our protector, even when we don’t deserve it. 
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Wednesday, January 18 – Daniel 6:10-28 

 Daniel 6:10 sets up the conflict of the story. Civil disobedience will cause 

some difficulty for the kingdom. Daniel knew the law and he chose to ignore the 

law. Not only did he continue to pray, but he continued to pray in his window 

facing Jerusalem. Daniel was left with a choice to obey God’s Law or the Law of 

the Medes and Persians; he chose God. And then God chose to protect Daniel. 

 I don’t want you to hear a simple one action leads to the next action in this 

story. Don’t think that God had to save Daniel. God doesn’t always save his people 

from earthly turmoil and tragedy. No, God doesn’t always heal our earthly bodies. 

But he does always protect. Sometimes protection comes in a form we don’t like. 

Sometimes God brings people to heaven to protect them from the pain of disease 

on this earth. Protection is not always shutting the mouths of the lions. 

 But for Daniel, God did shut the mouths of the lions. God protected him 

from being torn limb from limb. God used what Daniel’s adversaries meant for evil 

to show the kingdom who God was. God was recognized for the power and might 

he had because of this event. God protects his people. God protects you and I. 

When he does, recognize the power and protection of God. And use that event to 

share God with others. 

 

Thursday, January 19 – Genesis 21:8-21 

 Isaac was the heir. Isaac was the one chosen by God. And yet God still 

protects Ishmael. When I read the story of Abraham, my heart breaks for Ishmael 

and Hagar. And from the text, it seems that God’s heart breaks for them too. 

Twice, Hagar and Ishmael are alone in the desert. And twice, God protects them 

from the elements which allows Ishmael to grow and have success. 

 The question that God asks is so important to understand. In verse 17, God 

asks “what troubles you, Hagar?” It seems like a ridiculous question. “What 



18 
 

troubles me,” Hagar must have thought. “Open your eyes, God. Look around. I’m 

in the middle of nowhere with no water, and my child and I are about to die! That’s 

what troubles me!” However, when God asks this question, he’s not looking for a 

literal answer. That’s why he continues speaking with Hagar and immediately says, 

“do not be afraid.”  

The question “what trouble you?” and the statement “do not be afraid” mean 

the same thing. “Why are you worried about this Hagar? I’m God and you are my 

child. I’ve got this. Open your eyes and see the water in front of you.”  

 God is calling us to open our eyes. God will be our protector. Do not let the 

things of this earth trouble you, but trust in God’s protection. Let God open your 

eyes and you will see his provisions and protection. 

 

Friday, January 20 – John 7:53-8:11 

 Deuteronomy 22:13-30 has several laws which seems to make the matter at 

hand pretty clear: if a woman commits adultery, she should be killed. And yet, 

Jesus does not advocate for this adulteress’s death. Instead, he protects her from 

the mob of Pharisees. Jesus spares her life. 

 In 2005, 27 year old Edward Martell stood in a Michigan courtroom 

awaiting sentencing for felony drug possession. Martell faced up to 20 years in 

prison and his fate was up to Judge Bruce Morrow. Judge Morrow saw a smart 

man who needed a second chance. So, instead of giving Martell the maximum 

penalty, Judge Morrow sentenced Martell to three years of probation and gave him 

a challenge to make something of himself.  

Sixteen years later, in 2021, Edward Martell found himself back in Judge 

Morrow’s courtroom. This time was different though. Because this time, Judge 

Morrow had the honor of swearing in Edward Martell as a member of the 
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Michigan State Bar. Martell took Morrow seriously all those years ago, made 

something of himself, and became a lawyer. 

 This story mirrors three things from our Scripture passage today. First, no 

matter what the Law says, Jesus has the power to protect us from punishment. 

Jesus has the power to give us a second chance. Secondly, those who get a second 

chance need to take advantage of it. “God and sin no more,” as Jesus says. Finally, 

let us remember that no one else has the power to judge other than God. We may 

think someone needs “the book” thrown at them, but our opinion doesn’t matter. 

God is the only one who can judge. Our job is to love and support others. God 

chose to protect the woman. God chooses to protect us too. Thank you, Lord, for 

giving us second chances! 

 

Saturday – Sunday, January 21-22 – Psalm 121 

 Praise God that your help comes from Him! 


