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A WEEK WITH RUTH 

Monday, February 20 – Ruth 1 

 I am on vacation this week and Dr. Kevin Muilenburg will be preaching this 

coming Sunday. The devotions this week will not line up with the sermon on 

Sunday. Instead, we will read through one of the most beautiful stories in the 

Bible. Ruth is one of the best biblical role models anyone can have. There is no 

connection between the Hebrew name Ruth and the old English noun ruth, 

meaning having compassion for someone, but the person Ruth certainly fits the 

description of a ruthful person (not a word we use much anymore, but we certainly 

use the opposite: ruthless).  

 In Ruth 1, Naomi, Ruth, and Orpah face tragedy. All three of their husbands 

die untimely deaths. Naomi tells her daughters-in-law to go back to their families. 

There was no place for Ruth and Orpah in Naomi’s family. Without other men in 

the family to marry them, Ruth and Orpah would be without protection in a male-

dominated society. Orpah doesn’t want to go to her family at first, but she finally 

concedes that this is the best decision for her future well-being. Ruth, however, is 

not concerned about her well-being. Ruth wants to take care of Naomi. At this 

point of the story, Ruth utters some of the most quoted verses of the Old 

Testament. Ruth 1:16-17 is quoted at weddings and is a beautiful statement of 

commitment between two people. It shows Ruth’s heart and her compassion for 

Naomi. 

 Jesus had a similar type of compassion for people while he was on this earth. 

His heart aches for those who are wandering without a purpose. Jesus wants you to 

have a purpose in your life and that purpose is to love God and love others. There 

are many ways that we can fulfill that purpose in our life. We will read this week 

how Ruth fulfilled that purpose. Consider Ruth’s commitment to Naomi in this 
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passage. How can you be better committed to loving God and loving people like 

Ruth? 

 

Tuesday, February 21 – Ruth 2 

 “As it happened…” It was the summer of 2011, and LeeAnn and I were 

getting ready to move from Waco back to DFW after we both finished school. It 

was literally a week before we moved, and as we left Target, we ran into some 

friends we had not seen since college. We were good friends in college, but had 

grown away from each other over a period of 5 years. They had just moved to 

Waco, and we just happened to see each other. This encounter rekindled a 

friendship that continues to this day. He is my best friend and I talk with him 

almost every day. But if it hadn’t been for that encounter right before we moved 

away from Waco, our friendship would have never come back to life. It just 

happened that we are in the same place at the same time.  

 In Ruth 2:3, we read that Ruth “just happened” to find herself in Boaz’s 

field. I don’t think for one moment it was just luck or serendipity that Ruth was in 

Boaz’s field. I think it was God’s direction which led her to that place. It was not a 

random event that Ruth found herself on land owned by Boaz. It was God’s plan 

that she would meet Boaz when she was gleaning grain that fell on the ground. 

 I would not say that “everything happens for a reason.” I would say, 

however, that when we simply think that we are making a decision, God has 

greater things in store for that decision than we may realize. As it happened, Ruth 

found herself in Boaz’s field. As it happened, I was in Target at the same exact 

time as a friend from college. God is at work when we think “it just so 

happened…” 
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Wednesday, February 22 – Joel 2:12-17 

 Today is Ash Wednesday on the Christian calendar. Today marks the 

beginning of the Lenten season which is a time of repentance and mournful 

reflection about the sin in our life. Ash Wednesday is not something that most 

Baptists pay attention to, but it is one of the most important days of the year for the 

majority of Christians around the world. I believe that it is worth focusing on as we 

remember our sin and the suffering that Christ endured because of that sin.  

 Joel 2:12-17 is a passage of scripture that can help us mourn our sinful ways. 

Let this act not be physical, but let it change our hearts as well. Joel’s call to the 

people was not to simply tear their clothing in mourning, but to let their hearts be 

changed. The call to Christians today would be to not only get ashes on your head, 

but truly amend your ways and your desires. Today is a day to reflect on where we 

have gone wrong. Today is a time when we can decide to make changes for the 

better in our life.  

 This is not an activity you do alone. This is a work that we do together. We 

“gather the people” as Joel 2:16 says. We are sanctified together, all generations 

from the old to the infants. Lent is a time when we can all come together and cry 

out with one voice to “have mercy on us.” “Spare your people, Lord.” It is never 

too late to return to the Lord. Return with your whole heart, not just actions. 

 

Thursday, February 23 – Ruth 3 

 From the moment we were introduced to Boaz, we could tell that he was a 

good guy. In Ruth 2, he makes sure that his workers drop enough grain from Ruth 

to collect. The law was that if a worker dropped grain, he could not pick it up and 

must leave it for those who did not own grain fields. It was Ancient Israel’s form 

of Social Security and Welfare. So we knew Boaz was a good guy if he was asking 

his workers to drop grain on purpose. 
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 In Ruth 3, we learn he is truly remarkable in his morality and integrity. He 

could have taken advantage of Ruth’s proposition. He could have had sex with 

Ruth and then ruined her good name in Bethlehem. She had no rights. She was a 

foreigner without a male protector. When he roles over and sees that Ruth is laying 

next to him, Boaz has all the power in the world. Ruth trusts him to do the right 

thing. And as we learn in the story, Boaz does do the right thing. He accepts Ruth’s 

proposal and begins to make the arrangements in order to marry Ruth. 

 I have often heard that integrity is doing the right thing when no one is 

watching. I would add that integrity is doing the right thing even when no one 

would care if you gave in to temptation. No one cared what Boaz did with Ruth. In 

spite of that, Boaz did the right thing. Today, as you go through your schedule, be 

like Boaz. No matter who is or is not watching, do the right thing. Be as gentle and 

as righteous as Boaz was on threshing floor. 

 

Friday, February 24 – Ruth 4 

 The reason that Ruth’s story is in the Old Testament is that she is the great-

grandmother of King David. It is significant that she is in David’s lineage. Not 

only Ruth, but Tamar is mentioned in Ruth 4 as well. Her salacious story is in 

Genesis 38. Ruth was a foreign woman; Tamar and her father-in-law Judah were 

the parents of Perez. These are not the types of people usually held in high esteem. 

And yet, God chose them to be the king’s ancestors. 

 Not only are they part of David’s family, but that also means they are part of 

Jesus’ family. We learn that lineage in Matthew 1. Because of Ruth’s commitment 

to Naomi and her commitment to God, Ruth is able to be grafted into the family of 

Israel. Because of her and Boaz’s righteousness, they are part of the most 

important family in the history of the world. 
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 The lineage continues to this day. No, not in some weird Da Vinci Code sort 

of way but with you and me. As children of God, we are brothers and sisters with 

Christ. We have been adopted into his family, and we share this family. Seeing 

people like Tamar and Ruth in the family tree help us to realize that God truly 

wants us as part of his family. We do not need to be perfect. We do not need to be 

born in a certain place to particular parents. All are welcome to be part of God’s 

family. God using Ruth gives us all hope that God can use us in his family as well.  

 

Saturday – Sunday, February 25-26 – Psalm 16 

 

GOD AS POWER SOURCE 

Monday, February 27 – John 15:1-6 

 Making coffee is the first step of my day. Every morning during the week, 

the alarm goes off at 5:45 am, and I stumble to the kitchen to heat up water in my 

electric kettle. I barely even have to think about what I’m doing. One morning, I 

went about my routine and poured the water into the kettle. I pressed the button to 

turn on the kettle and nothing happened. I pressed the button again and nothing 

happened. I pressed the button a third time and still nothing. I was very confused. 

But then I saw the power cord. And I saw three prongs staring at me when they 

should have been plugged into the wall. The electric kettle wasn’t working because 

it wasn’t plugged in. 

 If we want to be used for how God designed us, then we need to be plugged 

into our power source. God is the one who gives us the power to live as his 

children. As our passage today says, “I am the true vine.” Jesus is the source of our 

power. It is through him that we perform good deeds. Without him, we can do 

nothing. Without him, we are like an electric kettle that’s not plugged in. 
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 Without him, we can do nothing. This is so important for us to realize. As 

individual Christians and as a church, we cannot succeed without God. Fruit will 

not grow if we are not connected to the true vine. If we are going to do great things 

with God then we have to be connected to him. Apart from him, we can do 

nothing.  

 

Tuesday, February 28 – John 15:7 

 Oh my, how the words of part of this verse have been used for evil. “…ask 

for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.” Just watch most televangelists 

or read many religious bestselling books and you’ll hear or read this message over 

and over again. Just ask God, and if you are faithful enough, then God will give 

you what you want. “Ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.” If 

you want a new car and have faith that God will provide, you’ll get it. If you want 

a pay raise and have faith, you can count on God to give. If you want to be healed 

of a debilitating illness and you just have the faith the size of a mustard seed, that 

illness will go away. “Ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.” 

 This message and interpretation of this verse misses the mark. It also misses 

the first part of the verse. “If you abide in me…” This does not mean that you just 

have to be close enough to God to get all the things that you want. Well…it kind of 

means that but not in the way those false prophets on tv say.  

 When you abide in the Lord and the Lord abides in you, it means that God is 

controlling your heart and your mind. When you are connected to God in your 

thoughts and actions, then you only want and desire what God wants and desires. 

And when you are connected to the power of God, then “ask whatever you wish, 

and it will be done for you.” Not because you wished it, but because what you 

want is the same thing that God wants in your life.  
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 But it all comes back to our connection to the vine. If we are connected, then 

we will be growing in our faith and be of the same mind as God. If we are not 

connected, then we will be wayward, aimless, and withering in our life.  

 

Wednesday, March 1 – John 15:8-11 

 It’s not pertinent to this devotion to discuss the politics of the situation, but 

this past November, a person was elected to Congress who turned out to have lied 

about pretty much everything on their résumé. One of the things he lied about was 

his religious background. Throughout the campaign he said he was Jewish. After 

the election, and when he was caught in the lie, he made, what I would consider, 

one of the most insane statements I have ever heard. He told reporters that he never 

said he was Jewish, but that he was Jew-ish, not actually Jewish but like a Jew. It 

was an extreme stretch of the English language to try to make that work. And it’s 

laughable to think anyone would try to claim something like this. 

 But then I wonder how often we try to cover our tracks by saying insane 

things like this as it relates to following God’s commands. We try so hard to 

explain our actions in a way that makes us look good. For instance, we use Jesus’ 

words about the Sabbath (God made the Sabbath for man, not man for the Sabbath) 

to ignore the command that we need to rest. Or for another example, we don’t lie, 

but we “tell stories.” Or we say we are loving one another by showing “tough 

love,” when in actuality, we are not showing love at all. We stretch the truth to 

make it seem like we are following God’s commands when we are actually outside 

the will of God. 

 “If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love…” As the 

branches of the vine, we are supposed to let the goodness of God flow into our 

veins and we are to follow God’s commands. We know this, but we also have 

selfish desires. So, we talk ourselves into thinking we are keeping God’s 
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commands. Please reevaluate if you are indeed keeping God’s commands. 

Consider where you have gone astray and where you need to return to the True 

Vine. No more lying to yourself. Keep God’s commands and abide in his love. 

 

Thursday, March 2 – John 15:12-17 

 There’s an old outreach slogan that says: “they don’t care how much you 

know, until they know how much you care.” We know that we have the answers to 

life. We know the reason to live and who to serve. We know how to have the best 

life possible. We know that the world would be a better place if everyone humbled 

themselves at the foot of the cross. But unbelievers don’t care about how much you 

know. What is to set Christians apart is showing people how much we care. When 

a person knows the reason why you are sharing with them the information about a 

relationship with Jesus, they are more apt to receive the message. They don’t care 

how much you know, until they know how much you care. 

 Jesus’ command is for us to “love one another as I have loved you.” Why 

did people flock to Jesus and listen to his teachings? Because they knew he cared 

about them. Jesus put the needs of others ahead of himself. That was what his 

entire life was about. When the people wanted to make Jesus king, he withdrew 

from the crowd. When he wanted to withdraw and have some solitude, the crowds 

needed him, so he had pity on the people and remained with them. When he didn’t 

want to die, he followed through with God’s plan for you and for me. Jesus cared 

about other people. Jesus loved all people.  

 With God as our power source, we can love as he loved. This does not come 

naturally. We are naturally a selfish people. But when we get out of our own way, 

and let God’s power flow through us, we can love one another and bear the fruit 

that God requires. 
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Friday, March 3 – Luke 8:43-48 

 “If I can just touch Jesus, I can be healed.” This was the thought of the 

bleeding woman. She wanted nothing more than to be healed of her ailment. She 

had spent all her money on doctors and treatments to no avail. For twelve years, 

she suffered, and no one could help her. Maybe you can relate to her story.  

 But the women had faith. She never lost hope that she could be healed. “If I 

can just touch Jesus, even just the hem of his robe, I can be healed.” And so she 

journeyed through the crowd on that day to just reach out to grasp at Jesus. And 

immediately, as she touched Jesus, power left him to heal the woman.  

That is the type of power that can flow through you when you hold on to 

Jesus. There is a Mercy Me song that mentions “all it takes is a little faith to move 

mountains. Good thing. A little faith is all I have right now.” The power of God is 

so strong that it just takes a little faith, a little grab of the hem of his robe, for his 

power to flow through you and heal you from your concerns, anxieties, and 

problems. It only takes a little faith in Jesus to be able to go forth in peace. Pray for 

a little faith today. And pray for peace in your life. Reach out and grab hold of God 

and his power. 

 

Saturday – Sunday, March 4-5 – Psalm 104 

 

GOD’S REST 

Monday, March 6 – Matthew 11:28-30 

 The world puts a lot of burdens on us. Consider the pressure that the world 

puts on people to look younger. Americans spend $183 billion a year on cosmetics 

and similar type products. We are pressured to attain an impossible goal. No one 

can reverse aging, and the world expects everyone to have a youthful appearance 

whether they are 20 or not. We are burdened with the pressure to look young. We 
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compete against touched up pictures in magazines that aren’t even real. We are 

burdened with an impossible task as it comes to beauty. And this is just one burden 

of the many we face almost daily. It is no wonder we are weary of the burdens the 

world puts upon us. 

 But God has a different plan for your life. His plan is not one of exhaustion 

and anxiety. His plan is a life of rest. His plan is to give us rest in our souls. Let 

God’s yoke rest upon you this Monday. Monday’s are usually a day of stress. A 

day where the world stresses you out because you have to catch up on work from 

the weekend. Don’t buy in to what the world is selling. Go where God leads and 

only do as God directs. Do not burden yourself with the world’s ideals. Only focus 

on God and his yoke. His burden is easy, and his yoke light.  

 

Tuesday, March 7 – Matthew 12:1-8 

 Too often, we miss an overarching story that a book of the Bible is telling. 

When we focus on chapters, verses, and headings which are not in the original 

writings, we miss the forest for the trees as the saying goes. For instance, let’s read 

yesterday’s passage about God’s yoke and his rest along with the words of today’s 

passage which begin to discuss the Sabbath.  

 The disciples began to pluck grain on the Sabbath which was against the 

Law. Plucking grain was work, and work was not allowed. The Pharisees challenge 

Jesus about his disciples’ actions. Basically, Jesus’ response is “look at the 

meaning of the Law and not just the wording of the Law.” In other words, consider 

why the Law exists. It is my opinion that the Law exists to help guide our 

relationship with God. The Law tells us to have Sabbath rest, so that we can focus 

on our relationship with God. It is not about the cessation of work. It is about being 

with God.  
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 The disciples were not disobeying the spirit of the Law when they plucked 

grain on the Sabbath. That “work”, if you can call it that, did not interfere with 

their relationship with Jesus. What was interfering with their relationship with 

Jesus was the restrictions and chastisement from the Pharisees. As we consider 

rest, let us not make it a heavy burden for people to carry. Let God’s rest be a joy 

to have, not a worry to hold. 

 

Wednesday, March 8 – 1 Samuel 21:1-6 

 This is the story that Jesus refers to in our passage from yesterday. David 

and his men are on the run from Saul and his army. They are weary and hungry. 

David asks the priest for some food, but the only food that is available is the bread 

which has been devoted to God. Should the priest give to David what was set aside 

for God? Let us imagine for a moment that you are faithful in your giving to the 

church. As you prepare to give your weekly gift, a friend reaches out to you to ask 

for money to pay a water bill. The only money you have is your weekly offering. 

Should you give to your friend what was set aside for God? 

 This story illustrates why it is important to know the heart of the matter 

rather than just the letter of the law. The bread was for God, but there were hungry 

people. God provides for those who are in need even if it is to his detriment. When 

thinking about Sabbath rest, we have rest because God is doing the work. We can 

have rest because God did the work of dying on the cross for our sin and defeating 

death by raising on the third day. 

 Back to our story, the letter of the law said that this bread could not be eaten. 

If that had been the case, David and his men could have starved. Let us always 

remember that the spirit of the Law is more important than the letter of the Law. 
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Thursday, March 9 – Matthew 12:9-14 

 We come back to the story in Matthew 12 to continue our focus on God’s 

rest. When we get too focused on legal requirements, we lose sight of what is 

actually happening. The Pharisees were so upset that Jesus did work by healing on 

the Sabbath that they missed the fact that a man was healed! How often are we like 

the Pharisees and miss the fact that good work is being done? 

 I must admit I was convicted as I considered how this relates to my own way 

of thinking about church. I have been so concerned about who was doing the work 

in the church that I have missed the fact that the work is getting done. We have 

people who are not church members doing more work than most of our church 

members, and I have been more concerned about their church membership than the 

work that is being accomplished to God’s glory. Lord, forgive me for being so 

short-sighted. Forgive me for focusing on the wrong things. 

 What about you? Are you more excited that the man was healed? Or are you 

more upset that Jesus healed him on the wrong day? Are you more excited that the 

work is being done? Or more upset about the status of those doing the work? 

 

Friday, March 10 – Deuteronomy 5:12-15 

 God is on the side of the little man. The poor, disenfranchised, the belittled. 

God fights on their behalf. It is one of the reasons why Sabbath rest is one of the 

Ten Commandments. “Remember that you were a slave in Egypt…” As slaves in 

Egypt, the Israelites never got to rest. As God’s people, rest once a week was 

ordained by God. The manager or owner could not force his workers and slaves to 

keep working every day. God commands that all people have rest.  

 Do you allow the people you work with rest? Do you allow yourself to have 

rest? I think what the Bible teaches us is that we should not be legalistic about the 

Sabbath. But the Scripture is very clear that rest should be taken. In my current 
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season of life, I find it difficult to find rest. I find it impossible to have a 24 hour 

period of Sabbath rest. So, I take mini-Sabbaths throughout the week. I consider a 

long run a time of Sabbath. I consider a few extra minutes drinking a cup of coffee 

Sabbath. I consider 5 minutes in the middle of the day with my eyes closed 

Sabbath. And I will even consider some yard work a moment of Sabbath. These 

Sabbath rests are times when I can focus my mind on God and just enjoy his 

goodness in my life. How can you implement Sabbath into your life? And for the 

people around you, how can you encourage them to have Sabbath as well?  

 

Saturday – Sunday, March 11-12 – Psalm 92 

 

GOD’S COMFORT 

Monday, March 13 – John 14:1-7 

 We will discuss God’s comfort this week. There are so many elements of 

God’s comfort in these seven verses. Jesus has prepared a place for us in heaven. 

Jesus is coming back to take us to the Father. By knowing Jesus, we know the 

Father as well. All these statements give us comfort in the midst of anxious times. 

But the one statement I’d like us to consider in this passage today is verse 6. Some 

look at this verse and see exclusion. They read that “no one” goes to heaven except 

through Jesus. This is, of course, true. It is one of the basic beliefs of Christianity. 

So, in some ways, it is exclusionary. However, I find this verse to be one of the 

most comforting and reassuring verses we have in the Bible.  

I have been fortunate enough to go on several vacations to different parts of 

the country and the world. Most places we have gone we will buy tickets for a tour 

of the area. When I am in these new cities, I do not know how to get anywhere. But 

when I am in a tour group, I am able to enjoy the sights without worrying about 

getting lost. I trust that the tour guide knows where to lead me. 
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Jesus tells us very clearly how to have eternity in heaven. In some respects, 

Jesus is our tour guide to heaven. There is no secret on how to receive eternal 

citizenship in heaven. Jesus is the way. We don’t have to guess whether or not we 

are on the right path. If we have accepted Jesus as our leader, then we will be in 

heaven with God when we die. That should give us comfort. It gives us peace to 

know the security we have when we follow Jesus. Jesus will take us to the Father. 

 

Tuesday, March 14 – Acts 1:6-11 

 How heavy of an object can you lift? With the use of a simple machine, like 

a lever or a pulley, you can lift a lot more than you think. Let’s consider a simple 

lever like a see saw or wrench. Normally, on a see-saw, the fulcrum or pivot is in 

the middle of the board. When this is the case, the see-saw will balance when there 

is equal weight on both sides. However, if you move the fulcrum closer to one 

side, the side with a greater distance to the fulcrum can have less weight and 

balance a greater weight on the other side. You can use this when trying to move a 

large boulder or loosing a nut. The longer the wrench, the less force it will take to 

unscrew the nut. We can do a lot more when we use simple machines. 

 With the Holy Spirit, we can do so much more than we can accomplish on 

our own. We are to be witnesses and spokespeople for God to the remotest parts of 

the earth. We surely cannot do that on our own. That’s like trying to budge a large 

nut with our bare hands. But with the Holy Spirit, we are to able to accomplish 

great things. Our efforts, when combined with the work of the Holy Spirit, can 

bring the Word of God to every person in the world. The Holy Spirit acts like the 

wrench, taking our feeble efforts and multiplying the force so that the nut can be 

unscrewed.  

 Do not think that you cannot do God’s work on this earth. You can do God’s 

work with the help of the Holy Spirit. You cannot do the work on your own, but 
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with the Holy Spirit you can get the work done. As a Christian, the Holy Spirit has 

come upon you. You have the Holy Spirit’s power inside of you. His presence 

gives you the power to be God’s witness to the world. 

 

Wednesday, March 15 – Lamentations 3:22-33 

 Almost 3 years to the date, our lives changed forever. On March 11, 2020, 

everything stopped. I remember being at church on that Wednesday evening telling 

my church that not much would change. By the time I got home, the NBA had shut 

down, Tom Hanks had COVID, and we learned how to do Facebook live. The kids 

went on Spring Break; Spring Break lasted 6 months. There was a lot of lamenting 

done in those days, and we were never sure when things would return to normal. 

Three years later and I’ve given up on normal. 

 Especially during times of lament, it is comforting to remember God’s love 

and goodness. Right in the middle of Jeremiah’s lamentations, we are reminded of 

God’s continued love and mercy even in the middle of chaos. These days of 

difficulty will not last forever. We would do well to wait on the Lord and know 

that God will lead us out of the darkness. God is faithful and we can have hope in 

him. 

 Whatever difficulty you will face today, know that God is on your side. 

Remembering that God is with you should bring comfort and peace into your life. 

As Psalm 23 says “even though I walk through the darkest valley, I will fear no 

evil, for you are with me” (italics added). God’s love is forever. God’s protection 

will never cease. And that hope should bring you comfort. 

 

Thursday, March 16 – 2 Corinthians 4:16-18 

 Our bodies are in a constant state of death. Even as children, are bodies are 

in a constant cycle of dying cells. Our skin dies and flakes off with a new layer of 
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skin ready underneath it. Our outer person is dying every day. For some, this is an 

even greater realization. Our bodies do not move as quickly as they used to. Tasks 

which took 15 minutes now take 30 minutes. Not to mention, those actions are 

much more exhausting. Our brains don’t work as well. We don’t remember names 

and information as well as we used to. Our outer life is a struggle. 

 But God’s comfort is found in these verses of 2 Corinthians. While our 

outer, earthly person is dying, our inner, spiritual person (our soul) is seeing 

growth daily. With the Holy Spirit as our guide and advocate, we are experiencing 

profound newness of life on the inside. Our soul is not decaying but is in a constant 

state of growth because of the Holy Spirit.  

 This truth can give us comfort when we look in the mirror and don’t see the 

person we remember. We can know God’s comfort when the aches and pains of 

this life are frustrating. Our current predicaments are only temporary. Our ailments 

are only momentary. Eternity with God is far more wonderful than the difficulties 

we face on this earth. So when the things that are seen feel difficult, remember the 

glory of what is unseen. 

 

Friday, March 17 – Job 41:1-11 

 There is comfort in knowing that an expert is taking care of an issue. There 

is a peace when you go to a professional who has studied and knows how to 

perform a specific task. When you go to a doctor, you trust that they will solve 

your medical issues. You expect them to know exactly how to take care of you. 

Well… you should do this. Many times, we think we went to medical school and 

know exactly what our problem is. We just want our doctor to be a drug dealer and 

not a doctor! I wonder how often our doctors want to exclaim like God does in Job 

41. “Can you perform surgery?” “Do you know the reactions between certain types 

of medicines?” 
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 God asks a series of questions in Job 41. He is responding to Job’s relentless 

questions of why these bad things happened to him. Finally, God speaks to say 

“hey, can you do what I have done? I don’t think so. Maybe I actually know what I 

am doing.” 

 I find comfort in God’s words, and I hope we can learn from Job’s mistakes. 

Let’s not second-guess God. Instead, let’s trust in and have comfort regarding our 

great and wonderful God. We have a God who took Leviathan, a mythical-like sea 

monster, and tied him up as if he was a guppie fish. Why should we distrust that 

type of God? Instead, let our knowledge of who God is bring us great comfort even 

when we are facing tragedies like Job did. 

 

Saturday - Sunday, March 18-19 – Psalm 135:1-7 

 

GOD’S LOVE 

Monday, March 20 – John 3:11-16 

 When I sought out everyone’s favorite Bible verses, it was no surprise that 

John 3:16 was one of the most popular. John 3:16 is one of the first Bible verses 

we memorize. And John 3:16 is a short succinct summary of the entire gospel 

story. Knowing and understanding this one verse can bring a person to salvation. If 

you are looking for a way to share the gospel, memorize John 3:16 and be ready to 

explain what it means. 

 A dive into what the word “believe” means is important. Belief in God is not 

a simple acknowledgment of existence. Belief means “to have faith in.” Belief 

means “to trust in God for your salvation.” Belief mean “to believe that Jesus has 

the ability to give you eternal life.” That’s a lot of meaning in one word! 

 It is most likely that the majority of people reading this know John 3:16. 

You likely have had it memorized for many years. Do me a favor today. Recite 
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these words over and over today. Consider each part of the verse. Meditate on 

these words and hear from God. What is it that stands out to you today?  

 

Tuesday, March 21 – John 3:17-21 

 One of our church members loaned me Scott Drew’s (men’s basketball 

coach at Baylor) new book to read. In that book, he retells an old preacher story 

about entering heaven. In the story, a man has died and is headed to heaven’s gates 

where St. Peter is waiting (we should probably have a discussion about what to 

really expect in heaven, but that’s not part of this story). St. Peter tells the man that 

he must earn 100 points to get into heaven. Piece of cake, the man thinks. The man 

says, “I was pastor of a church for 30 years.” “Great,” Peter says, “that’s 2 points.” 

“Two points!,” the man exclaims. “Well,” the man continues, “I was an overseas 

missionary for 10 years.” “That’s 5 points,” Peter says. At this point, the man is 

starting to get worried. He says, “goodness, the only way I’m going to get in is by 

the grace of God.” “Exactly,” Peter says, “that’s 100 points.” 

 The way we will judged when we die is by one question and one question 

only. “Did you accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior?” The one who accepts 

Christ, or what John 3:18 says as “believed,” is not judged for all the mistakes they 

have made. The one who does not have faith in Christ is already condemned no 

matter how many “points” they think they have earned. You cannot earn your 

salvation. God sent his Son into the world so that we can be saved. It is only by 

God’s grace and love that we can be saved. 

 

Wednesday, March 22 – Matthew 14:13-21 

 God’s love means putting himself second. Look at verses 13-14. Jesus 

wanted to be by himself because of the news about John. But because of his love 

and compassion toward the crowds, he taught the people, healed the sick, and even 
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fed them at night. Jesus put the needs of the people ahead of his own needs. The 

compassion that drives Jesus is a gut level love for people. It’s a punch-in-the-

stomach type of feel when you know you just have to help someone. Have you 

ever experienced that type of feeling? Maybe it was the Holy Spirit convicting you 

to help someone.  

 There is only one other place in the New Testament when this word for 

compassion/pity/ love is used. In the Parable of the Good Samaritan in Luke 10, it 

is the Samaritan who has pity on the man who is badly beaten. What a message 

about the love of God and the love that we are to share with others. God’s love is a 

love that shows compassion to those who are in desperate need. Those who are 

hungry, those who are sick, and those who are hurt. Thank goodness for this love 

that God shows. May we go and do likewise. 

 

Thursday, March 23 – Judges 3:7-11 

 These four verses are the perfect summary of what is known as the Judge 

Cycle. The cycle gets a little murky as you go through Judges, but the cycle is 

Israel worships idols, God is angered and allows them to be oppressed by a foreign 

ruler, Israel remembers God and cries out to him, God hears their cry and raises up 

a deliverer, the deliverer brings peace to the land for awhile until Israel starts to 

worship idols again. Silly Israel…how do they always find themselves in these 

predicaments? How do they always forget what God has done in the past? Why do 

they always fall to idols? We’d never do that right? 

 The more things change, the more they stay the same. As individuals, 

families, and churches, we follow God’s lead for a time, but then we get distracted. 

This shiny object over here or this new idol over there grabs our attention. And 

then we wonder why our lives have gotten off track. Then we recommit to God and 
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our lives get better (not always our circumstances, but definitely our lives). But 

then we get distracted. And so on and so on.  

 It’s so amazing that every time we come to our senses and cry out to God, he 

rescues us from ourselves. It’s so amazing that his love is never ending. No matter 

how many times Israel messed up, God was there to help when they cried out to 

him. No matter how many times we mess up, God is there to help when you cry 

out to him. That’s how much God loves you and me. 

 

Friday, March 24 – Hebrews 4:14-16 

 Have you ever tried to talked to someone about your problems only to 

realize they didn’t have a clue? This happens quite often in parenting it seems. The 

foremost experts on parenting are people who do not have any kids. It’s amazing 

how adults who have no experience with kids seem to always have all the answers 

on how to parent. They know how to get a baby to sleep. They know how to get 

kids to act right in the store. They know how to get children to sit still. Of course, 

I’m being sarcastic. When you have a conversation about struggles you are having 

with your kids, everyone is full of advice. And when they give advice, you can 

quickly realize which people don’t have a clue. 

 Our God loves us so much that he left his throne in heaven to live a human 

life on earth. As our verses say for today, “we do not have a great high priest who 

cannot sympathize with our weaknesses…” We have a God who knows what it is 

like to be tempted. We have a God who can give us mercy and grace in our 

moment of need because he knows exactly what we are going through. We do not 

have a God who is aloof and doesn’t understand what it is like to be human. Let us 

approach our God with confidence knowing that he can help us in our times of 

need because he truly knows what we are going through. 
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Saturday – Sunday, March 25-26 – Psalm 136 

 

WORSHIP – PREPARATION FOR PALM SUNDAY 

Monday, March 27 – Romans 12:1-2 

 This Sunday will be Palm Sunday. In a way, we will begin a metaphorical 

journey to Jerusalem today which will end at the cross. These verses in Romans 12 

tell us to not conform to the world. Let us not look to the world to find what is 

good, acceptable, and perfect. Instead, we look to God, and then we give ourselves 

over to God as a sacrifice. Giving ourselves over to God is what worship is. 

 When Jesus began his journey to Jerusalem, he knew what awaited him in 

the city. He knew he was journeying to his death. And yet, he went to Jerusalem 

anyway because he was willing to sacrifice his earthly life so that we might have 

heavenly life.  

 Are you willing to take up your cross and follow Jesus to Jerusalem? Will 

you give up your desires in order to follow God’s desires in your life? This type of 

lifestyle is completely contrary to what the world thinks is good. The world tells us 

that it is good to follow your own heart. But God tells us to sacrifice your heart for 

God’s heart. The world tells us to take care of yourself first. But God tells us to 

care for others first. What advice will you follow? Will you journey with Jesus to 

Jerusalem? 

 

Tuesday, March 28 – Matthew 20:29-34 

 There’s a great irony in this passage when connected to the Triumphal Entry 

which happens next in Matthew 21. At the end of the Triumphal Entry, citizens of 

Jerusalem ask Jesus’ entourage, “who is this man?” In Jericho, however, the men 

who are blind knew who Jesus was and knew to cry out for mercy from him. When 

Jesus leaves Jericho, the two men on the side of the road could not see with their 
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eyes, but they could see with their heart. In the parade into Jerusalem, people could 

see with their eyes but not with their heart. What a difference between the parade 

into Jerusalem and the parade out of Jericho. Who do you think was more blind? 

The citizens of Jerusalem or the men on the side of the road? 

 We take for granted our five senses. We think that our world is only what we 

can see, hear, taste, touch, and smell. We forget there is more to life than what we 

physically experience. The men on the road to Jericho trusted in Jesus and that led 

to a physical miracle. Great things…wonderful things…miraculous things can 

happen when we put our trust in the Lord. The men on the road to Jericho saw 

more while they were blind than the citizens of Jerusalem saw. The citizens of 

Jerusalem thought they had everything figured out and were not in need of help. 

They were just annoyed that someone was in there way. The men outside of 

Jericho knew they needed help and cried out to Jesus. They were so happy to have 

Jesus pass their way. We would do well to follow the example of the blind men 

and not be like the citizens of Jerusalem.  

 

Wednesday, March 29 – Luke 9:18-27 

 Who do you say that Jesus is? That might be the most important question all 

of us must answer. The answer to that question from Jesus determines our eternity. 

If Jesus is anything short of the Son of God, the Messiah, the Christ, then he is not 

your Savior. Like some in Jesus’ day, some people today think of Jesus as a great 

teacher. His outlook on life and his teachings on how to treat others is a great way 

to live. But those people, they don’t buy into Jesus actually being God. Yes, Jesus 

is a great teacher and we must follow his teachings, but that’s not the only thing 

Jesus was/is. We must proclaim Jesus as our Lord and Savior. That’s why he is 

worth worshipping. 
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 As soon as Peter, speaking on behalf of the disciples, acknowledged Jesus as 

Messiah, Jesus began to explain that he would die, and they must be willing to die 

too. The disciples did not expect this. They expected that the Messiah would lead 

them to world power and prestige. Jesus quickly dashed those expectations.  

To follow Jesus, you must deny your expectations of earthly power. If you 

are ashamed of what Christ says, then He will be ashamed of you. So, who do you 

say that Jesus is? And do you agree with Jesus about what it means for him to be 

Messiah? “Whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for 

My sake, this is the one who will save it. For what good does it do a person if he 

gains the whole world, but loses his soul?” 

 

Thursday, March 30 – Luke 9:28-36 

 Yesterday was the hard truth of what it means to follow Jesus. Today is the 

reward for our faithfulness. When we deny ourselves and truly follow Jesus, we get 

to see Jesus as he truly is…God! It is like what happened to Peter, James, and John 

in verse 32. When they were “fully awake, they saw his glory.” What a message 

for us to remember. When we are awake, we see God’s glory! 

 I pray that we don’t miss God’s miracles because we are asleep and not 

paying attention. The work of God is all around us if we just open our eyes. One 

example I can think of from the winter is our coat rack outside the Fellowship Hall. 

So many people received coats and when the coat rack was empty, God 

miraculously provided more people to put more coats on the rack. Was it God 

physically appearing on a mountain with Elijah and Moses? No. But was it the 

miracle of God for people to share in that way? Absolutely! How many of God’s 

miracles do we miss because we are not awake to the glory of God?  

 Don’t miss God’s work in this world. Instead, let’s walk through life with 

eyes wide open and let’s be alert to what God is doing. When we are willing to 
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stay awake, we will start to see the miracles that God is accomplishing on a daily 

basis. 

 

Friday, March 31 – John 4:19-26 

 If you look in your cupboard, you will find all sorts of cups and glasses. 

They will be various sizes and various materials. In my cupboard, we even have 

some plastic cups that change color when they have cold or hot water. Not only 

can you use cups and glasses to drink water, but you can also use paper or 

styrofoam cups. You can even use your hands if you must. There are lots of forms 

of cups, but they all do the same thing: help you to drink water/liquid.  

Worship can take many forms. But it is always filled with the same God. 

The Samaritan woman asked if it was right to worship on Mount Gerizim (where 

the Samaritans worshipped) or in Jerusalem (at the Temple). Jesus’ response to the 

woman is essentially, “the day is coming and is now here when it does not matter 

where you worship, but what is important is the spirit with which you worship.” 

Our music wars have hindered our ability to worship God. Our focus on 

setting and architecture and lighting and volume and colors have destroyed the 

focus we must have on God. If God is in the center of worship, you should be able 

to worship in the most traditional or modern of settings. You should be able to 

worship alone and with millions of people. You should be able to worship 

physically in the church and online. Worship is not about place. It’s about Jesus. 

There are many different cups for worship. But they are all filled with the same 

Living Water. 

 

Saturday – Sunday, April 1-2 – Luke 19:28-40 

 Hosanna! Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 
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RESTORATION (EASTER WEEK) 

Monday, April 3 – Psalm 51 

 Psalm 51 is a powerful cry from David to God for restoration after his litany 

of sins with Bathsheba. Verses 10-12 really cut to the core of David’s petition. I 

need a new heart God! Do not throw me away. Let your spirit remain in me and 

sustain me forever. It is a powerful cry from David. The power of these verses 

makes us realize the need for restoration to God as well. That’s probably why this 

was one of your most requested passages of Scripture. It reminds us of our own sin 

and the need to cry out for a Savior. 

 This is Easter week. The week where we focus more on the work of Jesus 

Christ. His life, his death, and yes, his resurrection. But let us not rush to Sunday 

because we are queasy about Thursday and Friday. Everything that Christ did leads 

to our salvation, not just the parts we smile about. 

 David asks for God to blot out his iniquities in verse 9. God does the same 

for us as well. He blots out our mistakes using his blood. His blood is what washes 

us clean. “By his bruises, we are healed,” as Isaiah says. We have the opportunity 

for restoration because of what God did 2000 years ago. Have you been washed in 

the blood? 

 

Tuesday, April 4 – Mark 11:12-25 

 What do fig trees and the Temple have in common? Our passage today is a 

classic “Markan sandwich.” Mark has organized the story where he tells part of 

one story, tells a second story, and then finishes the first story. In some way, the 

two stories are connected. So how do we connect the story of Jesus getting mad at 

a fig tree and Jesus kicking financial predators out of the Temple? 

 In some ways, it seems like the fig tree is a metaphor for the Temple. The 

Temple is not fulfilling its role as it should. So it is time for the Temple to wither 
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on the vine and die just as the fig does. This is Jesus’ pronouncement against those 

who were conducting business in the Temple. Just as the fig tree was condemned 

to die, the Temple will face the same fate because it is not producing fruit either. 

This should be a warning to every church who does not advance the Kingdom of 

God. 

 The good news for us in this passage is that Jesus uses the opportunity to 

teach another message about prayer. Jesus teaches us to forgive others as we want 

to be forgiven by God. And Jesus teaches us to trust in God to bless us with 

miracles. If the Holy Spirit truly prompts us to pray for some miracle to occur, then 

we should believe that God will do that work. In prayer, we can count on God 

listening to us and doing great work on earth, even if it seems impossible. After all, 

“nothing is impossible with God” (Luke 1:37). 

 

Wednesday, April 5 – John 13:1-5 

 If you knew you only had hours to live, what would you do? If you go 

online, you can find story after story of people with terminal diseases having one 

last trip or one last experience. I read one story of a woman who wanted to see the 

ocean one last time. Another who wanted to feel the sand. Another who wanted to 

see her kittens and another who wanted to hold her chickens. It is very emotional 

to read these stories of what people who knew they were dying did in their final 

days. 

 Jesus, when he knew he was going to die, washed the feet of the disciples, 

including Judas. He served his disciples until the very end. He did the job that no 

one wanted to do and washed dirty, stinky feet. John 13 is very clear. Jesus knew 

these were his last hours. Satan had already entered Judas. And Jesus still washed 

Judas’ feet.  
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 This gives me perspective on how we are to live our lives. If washing the 

disciples’ feet was worth Jesus’ final hours, then we have no excuse for not using 

our time and energy in service to the Kingdom of God. Even when we think the 

task is not worth our time or it is below us. Jesus washed Judas’ feet in the final 

hours of his life. May we serve one another in the same way and same spirit. 

 

Thursday, April 6 – Luke 22:14-23 

 “When the hour came…” Maybe Luke wrote this as a simple marker of 

time. Maybe Luke just meant “it was time for dinner, so Jesus sat down.” Maybe 

it’s nothing. But I think it is something. I think this simple phrase means more than 

giving the time. The hour of which Luke speaks is not a moment in time but it is 

the moment that God had planned for ever since Adam and Eve first sinned. “The 

Son of Man is going as it has been determined…” Jesus’ hour had come to bring 

salvation to the world. And, of course, we know that Jesus did not back down from 

the work necessary in that hour. 

 You will never have anything as important to accomplish as Jesus 

accomplished in his hour. However, there will be times in your life where God has 

put you in a certain place at a certain time with certain people. God’s expectation is 

that you will go as He has determined. Will you fulfill your purpose when your 

hour comes? 

 Today is Maundy Thursday. It is the day of Holy Week that we remember 

Jesus’ institution of the Lord’s Supper and the night that he washed the disciples’ 

feet. Maundy originally means “mandate” in Latin. It comes from the new 

command that Jesus gives his disciples and us when he concludes washing feet. “A 

new command I give you: love one another” (John 13:34a). It is our mandate from 

Jesus to love one another. Will you fulfill your mandate when God puts you in a 
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certain place at a certain time with certain people? Will you go as he has 

determined when your hour comes? 

 

Friday, April 7 – Mark 15:33-41 

 I’m not sure there is much to write about these verses, so let me ask you a 

question to consider: why do you think the women had the resolve and bravery to 

follow Jesus to the cross? Why did the male disciples not do the same? 

 

Saturday, April 8 – Matthew 27:57-66 

 There have always been stories people tell themselves to not believe the 

Truth about Jesus. What lies about Jesus do people believe today? 

 

Sunday, April 9 – John 20:1-18 

 Happy Easter! He is Risen! 

 

  

 

 


